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Located on east coast of Queensland, Australia, known as 
one of the seventh natural wonders of the world, welcome 
to the Great Barrier Reef in Queensland, Australia! It is 
commonly known as the largest coral reef on Earth with 
344,400 square kilometers of colorful fish, playful sea 
turtles, swaying anemones, reef sharks, and many more. 
There are over 3,000 coral reefs, 600 islands, and 1,500 
unique species of fish. 

A common idea is that you need to be a pro diver to 
experience the aquatic animals and reef, but that is incorrect. 
Most visitors have never snorkeled or scuba dived before 
visiting the reef, but those on an adventure have the help 
of an instructor to knock the experience of the underwater 
world at the Great Barrier Reef off their bucket list. Here at 
the reef you can become eye to eye with a giant sea turtle 
and even shoulder to shoulder with a dozen white reef sharks. 

overview

introduction 9

The GBR is home to two indigenous ethnic groups, the 
Aborigines and the Torres Strait Islanders. The reef is said 
to be both cultural and spiritual sites for this ethnic groups, 
so respect for the land is essential. Cairns gives the closest 
access to the reef from the mainland and also holds a few 
attraction locations nearby. Traveling further down the 
coast, the central location of the reef includes Townsville 
and the Whitsunday Islands. 

Welcome to Welcome to 
the Great Barrier Reef! the Great Barrier Reef! 
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Cairns
Cairns Botanic Gardens
Hartley’s Crocodile Adventures
Wildlife Habitat Port Douglas

Townsville
Daintree Rainforest
Reef HQ Aquarium
The Strand

Whitsunday Islands
Whitehaven Beach
Hamilton Island
Airlie Beach

Map
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The best time to visit the Great Barrier Reef is from June 
to October. With uncommon rainfall during these months, 
the water will be clearer and diving conditions are better 
and safer. Balmy, 70- to 80-degree days, clear waters and 
refreshingly cool evenings are characteristic of the region’s 
dry season. Temperatures are a little cooler during this period 
(after all, it is winter and spring in the Southern Hemisphere), 
but they rarely dip below the 60s.

Key Events:
Burdekin Water Festival (July-Sept)
Whitsunday Reef Festival (August)
Audi Hamilton Island Race Week (August)
Cairns Festival (August-Sept)
Tropical Journeys GBR Festival (October)

The Great Barrier Reef’s wet season are from the months 
November to May, with average daytime temperatures in the 
north hovering in the high 80s. Rainfalls are common, meaning 
water visibility is blurred and conditions are muggy. Something 
that can also put swimmers in danger are deadly box jellyfish 
that roam off of mainland beaches. Be sure to wear a stinger or 
lycra wetsuit if you plan to visit during these months.

Key Events:
Airlie Beach Festival of Music (November)
Fujifilm Whitehaven Beach Ocean Swim (November)
Cairns Chinese New Year Festival (Jan-Feb)
Port Douglas Carnivavle (May)

when to visit

quick tips
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With over 340,000 kilometers, the GBR is huge! Astronauts 
can see the GBR from space! Creating an itinerary based on 
your preferences of sights and attractions to see is a must. Plan 
accordingly. We also have itineraries for you to look at, or you 
can create your own based off of ours.

If you want to save money, we recommend exploring on your 
own. Self guided trips will cost much less than a guided tour. 
Although guided tours can take you on some of the reef’s most 
secluded locations, they can also cost way too much for your 
budget. Also, remember that the currency is Australian dollars, 
which is roughly equivalent to $0.74. 

Information
Don’t forget to bring an underwater camera! Since most of 
your time will likely be underwater, consider buying or renting 
an underwater camera. The reef’s clear waters are perfect for 
photos. You wouldn’t want to miss that. Also remember to 
wear looser comfortable clothing and bring the SPF.

You won’t have to worry about a language barrier here since 
the primary language is English, but kind in mind Australians 
are known for their sarcasm and use slang terms like “g’day” 
(hello), “ripper” (great), and “reckon” (for sure). Study your 
Australian slang before arriving!
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weather

In Australia, they calculate distances 
in kilometers and drive on the left side 
of the road. So you should look right, 
then left, then right once more before 
crossing the street. Traveling by car is 
the best way to get around the reef 
if you will be more on the mainland, 
but we have multiple other options of 
transportation as well.

A visa and a valid US passport are 
required upon entering Australia. 
Americans in Australia for less than 
90 days will need an Electronic Travel 
Authority which is an electronic, label-
free visa. You can get your ETA online 
and airline/travel agents can also apply 
for an ETA on your behalf.

The average highest temperature 
at the GBR ranges from mid 70s to 
high 80s year round, with the lowest 
temperature ranging from the mid 60s 
to mid 70s. Average precipitation is 
highest in the months of January-April; 
February has the highest amount of 
rainfall, averaging at 17.64 inches of rain! 

quick tips
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water-related
Snorkeling and Diving
Ranked as the #1 thing to do in the Great Barrier Reef, 
diving and snorkeling is a must when visiting the GBR. Many 
visitors say the reef is best seen through a scuba mask, 
but you should always consider your skill level and pick 
what will be the most comfortable to do. Cairns’ reefs are 
recommended for first-time divers and families because of 
their travel times from the terminal as well as a wide variety 
of fish, sea turtles, and even humpback whales.

Sailing
Sailing is also a top rated thing to do in the Great Barrier 
Reef. Picture this: as the wind-powered craft sails along 
the sea, a tropical breeze flows in your hair while the 
ocean water lightly falls onto your arms. You drop anchor 
within swimming distance of an uninhabited island and 
spend an afternoon exploring. Sailing is a must-do even if 
you’re on a multiway cruise or just on a quick adventure 
off the mainland.

Fun Fact
Whales and Dolphins canWhales and Dolphins can
also be seen in the GBR!also be seen in the GBR!

things to do
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Air tours
After getting a fish-eye view of the reef, experience a bird’s 
perspective of the wonderful sight of the entire reef with air 
tours. According to travelers, soaring above the chain of 
islands and rainforests is a recommended experience. With 
the area’s carriers and tour packages openly available, 
there are plenty of high-flying adventures to choose from.

The Strand
Dubbed Australia’s Cleanest Beach, this palm-flanked 
stretch of sand—lined with jogging tracks and cycleways, 
picnic-friendly parklands, and hip beachfront bars—has two 
swimming enclosures and a long pier perfect for fishing. Come 
visit The Strand! The beach and its permanent swimming 
enclosure, Strand Rock Pool, are fitted with temporary nets 
during box-jellyfish season, November–May. There’s also 
a free, kid-friendly Strand Water Park. All are patrolled by 
lifeguards daily, with hours varying seasonally.

water-related

Fun Fact
Astronauts can see Astronauts can see 

the gbr from space!the gbr from space!
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land-related

Skyrail terminal
From the Skyrail terminal just north of Cairns, 
the Skyrail Cable Car holds six people and takes 
you on a breathtaking 5 mile journey across 
pristine, World Heritage, which is a rain-forest 
canopy to the highland village of Kuranda, 
where you can visit local wildlife parks and shop 
for local craft and Aboriginal art. Many visitors 
take this cableway on the trip back, while taking 
the Scenic Railway first to their destination.

things to do

Kuranda scenic railway
If you need a break from exploring the 
reef, taking a ride on the the Kuranda 
Scenic Railway is 1,076 feet above sea 
level might be for you! Departing from 
Cairns, the train takes a two-hour journey 
to the Kuranda, known as “the village in 
the rainforest”. Along this trip you will 
encounter gushing waterfalls and lush 
greenery, as well as commentary on the 
railway’s history. 

things to do



26 27

Cairns botanic gardens
Cairns Botanic Gardens is home to a valuable collection 
of local botanical illustrations by the internationally 
recognized artist Vera Scarth-Johnson. The Gardens 
have a stone-pitched waterway, shady paths, and 
include 154 acres of colorful native and exotic plants. A 
popular attraction in the gardens is a 7 meter python 
carved locally from ironwood.

land-related

things to do

Hartley’s crocodile adventures
For visitors who want to experience a close 
encounter with Australia’s unique animals, 
Hartley's Crocodile Adventures is the perfect 
place. Plan your day around the park’s daily 
schedule, which includes an 11am Crocodile 
Feeding, 2pm Snake Show and 3pm 
Crocodile Attack Show (and more). For the 
signature Hartley’s experience, do not miss 
the freshwater crocodile feeding (please 
note, this not available in winter months).

things to do
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Wildlife Habitat Port Douglas 
The Wildlife Habitat Port Douglas is a wildlife 
sanctuary that strives to promote conservation 
through up-close encounters with its animals. 
You will have access to four immersion exhibits, 
which are the Woodland, Wetlands, Rainforest, 
and Savannah, where you can feed and touch 
animals like pythons, kangaroos, crocodiles, and 
pelicans. The attraction’s main animal are the 
koalas, which can be held for photo ops.

land-related

things to do

Reef HQ Aquarium 
Come eye-to-eye with sharks, rays, giant 
trevally, and green sea turtles at the Reef 
HQ Aquarium. It houses a 200,000-gallon 
predator tank, a hands-on discovery 
lagoon, and a vast aquarium, open to 
the elements. The main oceanarium is 
populated with 120 species of hard and 
soft coral, as well as sea stars, spiky urchins, 
sponges, and more than 150 species of 
tropical fish. There’s also a 20-meter (65-
foot) Perspex underwater walkway.

things to do
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This is the most recommended way to travel if you’re visiting 
several locations, but be mindful that the roads may be flood-
ed in wet season. Renting a 4WD vehicle is advised and season 
traffic and roadwork can cause a delay in arrival time so always 
plan ahead. The Captain Cook Highway runs from Cairns to 
the northern town of Mossman with tourist locations like Palm 
Cove and Port Douglas. Multiple rental agencies are stationed 
at Cairns Airport and Airlie Beach; you can use your own driv-
er’s license to get around, but remember if you are heading 
north to fill up gas because gas stations become sparse the 
farther up you travel.

By Car

getting around

This is recommended for visitors on the reef’s more remote areas 
like islands. Usually, boat launches are timed to connect with 
flights from island to airports or day cruises. Departing Cairns, 
most likely the Reef Fleet Terminal will be taken. A SeaLink 
ferry in Townsville can take you to various islands as well. 
Boat crossings can cause motion sickness, so we recommend 
taking ginger tablets before a ride to avoid this. This is also the 
recommended way of transportation to island-hop on a budget.

Reef Fleet Terminal: (07) 4051 0444
SeaLink Ferry: 0800 732 546

By BOat

getting around
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Transportation by plane is recommended when traveling to 
neighboring islands or or scenic island-hopping. Jetstar, Virgin 
Australia, and Qantas are a few airlines that have direct flights 
to cities around Australia to the Cairns Airport. These airlines 
also have flights to Townsville, Whitsundays Islands, and Ham-
ilton Island, which are other common attraction locations near 
the GBR. GBR Helicopters, GSL Aviation, Air Whitsunday offer 
plane tours and sightseeing tours as well.

GBR Helicopters: +61 7 4081 8888
GSL Aviation: +61 1300 475 000
Air Whitsunday: +61 7 4946 9111

By plane
You can explore the entire Queensland coast by traveling by 
rail. It is the most cost-effective to explore entire coast. The 
Queensland Rail is a high speed Tilt train, which are trains with 
“tilt technology” that enable a smoother, faster ride. Trains 
traveling from Brisbane to Cairns operate five days a week, 
however trains traveling from Brisbane to Bundaberg operate 
only two days a week. The Queensland Rail also offers vacation 
packages that range from 4-8 days.

Queensland Rail: 1800 872 467

By rail
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Cairns Colonial Club Resort
$ | 18-26 Cannon St.
Cairns, Queensland, 4870, Australia
Phone: 07-4053–5111
www.cairnscolonialclub.com.au

Cairns Harbour Lights Hotel
$$ | 1 Marlin Parade
Cairns, Queensland, 4870, Australia
Phone: 07-4057–0800
www.cairnsharbourlightshotel.com.au

II Palazzo Boutique
Apartment Hotel
$$ | 62 Abbott St.
Cairns, Queensland, 4870, Australia
Phones: 07-4041–2155 | 1800-813222
www.ilpalazzo.com.au

Shangri-La Hotel
$$$ | Pierpoint Rd.
Cairns, Queensland, 4870, Australia 
Phones: 07-4031–1411 | 1800-222448
www.shangri-la.com/cairns/shangrila

cairns

hotel/stay
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Grand Hotel Townsville
$ | 8-10 Palmer St.
Townsville, Queensland, 4810, Australia
Phone: 07-4753–2800
www.grandhoteltownsville.com.au

Oaks M on Palmer
$$$ | 81 Palmer St.
Townsville, Queensland, 4810, Australia
Phones: 07-4753–2900 | 1800-55-9129
www.theoaksgroup.com.au

townsville
Yongala Lodge by The Strand
$ | 11 Fryer St.
Townsville, Queensland, 4810, Australia
Phone: 07-4772–4633
www.historicyongala.com.au

The Ville Resort
$$ | Sir Leslie Thiess Dr
Townsville, Queensland, 4810, Australia
Phone: 07-4722-2333
www.the-ville.com.au
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Airlie Beach Hotel 
$ | 16 The Esplanade
Airlie Beach, Queensland, 4802, Australia
Phones: 07-4964–1999 | 1800-46-6233
www.airliebeachhotel.com.au

Daydream Island Resort and Spa
$$$ | Daydream Island Rd
Daydream Island, Queensland, 4870, Australia 
Phones: 07-3259–2350 | 1800-07-5040
www.daydreamisland.com

whitsunday islands

hotel/stay

Hamilton Island Beach Club
$$$$ | 9 Resort Dr.
Hamilton Island, Queensland, 4803, Australia 
Phones: 02-9433–0444 | 1800–13-7333
www.hamiltonisland.com.au

Long Island Resort
$$ | Long Island
Long Island, Queensland, 4802, Australia 
Phones: 07-4946–9400 | 1800-075–125
www.longislandresort.com.au

hotel/stay



44 45dining

dining
06

dining



48 47

Bayleaf Balinese Restaurant
$ | Indonesian

Dining in the open-sided restaurant or alfresco 
under the light of tiki torches, you can enjoy 
some of the most delicious, innovative cuisine in 
North Queensland. Choose from an expansive 
menu that combines traditional Balinese spices 
and recipes with native Australian ingredients.

dining at 
cairns

Beach Almond Beach House
$$ | Seafood

Here at this low-key eatery’s simple but 
amazing beach-shack setting on Palm 
Cove’s seafront underplays the freshness 
and flavor of its Modern Asian food. The 
menu is full of fresh spins on favorite dishes 
from around Southeast Asia, including 
green papaya salad, banana leaf–wrapped 
barramundi, and “tropical” lobster. Beach 
Almond also serves leisurely lunches and 
coffee, and stays open later at night.

dining
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Barnacle Bill’s Seafood Inn
$ | Seafood

Complete with netting and mounted, shellacked fish 
on the walls, Barnacle Bill’s is an Esplanade institution, 
serving fresh, mainly local seafood to throngs of 
tourists. Lunch and dinner menus are packed with 
dishes showcasing mud crabs, crayfish, prawns, 
oysters, wild barramundi, mahimahi, salmon, and 
coral trout. The wine list favors mid-range Australian 
and New Zealand vintages. Diners who order before 
6 pm and depart by 7:30 get a 20% discount.

dining

Ochre Restaurant
$$ | Australian

Local seafood and native ingredients take 
top billing at this institution that specializes 
in bush dining. Most dishes incorporate native 
foods and seasonal ingredients: sample wild-
caught baby barramundi or order a vegetarian, 
Australian game, or seafood platter to share. 
The signature dessert, wattle-seed pavlova 
with Davidson plum sorbet and macadamia 
biscotti, makes a fine finish.
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Cairns Night Markets Food Court
$ | Fast Food

The food court in these lively, night owl–friendly 
markets offers something for every palate, from 
Korean BBQ to sweet-and-sour chicken, sushi, 
Thai, and Italian. You can also max out on des-
serts, with outlets offering crepes, waffles, chur-
ros, gelato, ice cream, and Italian-style coffee. 
The food court’s open daily from 10 am to 11 pm; 
the night markets, 5 to 11 pm.

The Food court The Food court 
offers a diverse offers a diverse 

range of food range of food 
options.options.
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A Touch of Salt
$ | Australian

This Modern Australian eatery ticks all the boxes: location, 
service, ambience, food, and wine. Mains are divided into 
“sea,” “earth,” and “land.” Dishes on the “sea” selection might 
include tempura soft shell crab, seared chipotle prawns, 
or spiced Spanish mackerel. “Land” dishes could be Sche-
zuan-style duck, or a premium eye-fillet steak. On the con-
stantly changing “earth” list of vegan options, you might find 
goats’ cheese gnocchi, or mushroom and sweet-corn gyoza. 
Prebooking is strongly recommended, especially if you want 
to sit outside on the expansive waterfront deck.

JAM Corner
$$ | Australian

This fine-dining restaurant sources terrific organic and trop-
ical produce for its modern Australian menus, which change 
seasonally, but always feature fresh seafood and premium 
Australian meats in artful, beautifully balanced dishes, with 
fine Antipodean wines to complement them. For special oc-
casions, there’s a luxurious, chandelier-lighted private din-
ing room. Reservations aren’t essential, but it’s a smart idea 
to book ahead.

DIning at 
townsville

dining

The Australian Hotel
$ | Australian

An atmospheric beer garden, live music, big-
screen sports games, and pub-style meals are 
the main draws at this lively refurbed colo-
nial-era hotel. The hotel also has a large public 
bar, a lounge bar, a gaming room, and a bot-
tleshop. Classic Aussie meals, served indoors or 
alfresco, are more about quantity than taste or 
innovation, but service is friendly, and good-val-
ue daily specials come with a beer or glass of 
house wine. The building, circa 1888, is worth a 
visit in itself: with a beautiful bull-nose veranda 
and original iron-lace work, it’s a classic exam-
ple of Townsville colonial architecture.
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The Australian Hotel
$ | Australian

An atmospheric beer garden, live music, big-screen sports 
games, and pub-style meals are the main draws at this lively 
refurbed colonial-era hotel. The hotel also has a large public 
bar, a lounge bar, a gaming room, and a bottleshop. Classic 
Aussie meals, served indoors or alfresco, are more about 
quantity than taste or innovation, but service is friendly, and 
good-value daily specials come with a beer or glass of house 
wine. The building, circa 1888, is worth a visit in itself: with a 
beautiful bull-nose veranda and original iron-lace work, it’s a 
classic example of Townsville colonial architecture.

dining

The Balcony Restaurant
$$ | Australian

The heritage building has been the home of the Bal-
cony Restaurant for over 25 years. The timber stair-
case takes you on and upwards to the quirky space 
above that ensures a unique and memorable experi-
ence unmatched in Townsville. Nestled high above, 
the Balcony Restaurant permeates a relaxed and 
pleasant ambiance where you can escape the hustle 
and bustle of below. Escape to the bliss of the Balco-
ny's charm where you can enjoy the delicious food, 
the great coffee, an icy cold beverage, good music 
and let our happy staff take care of you.
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Fire
$$$$ | Australian

This elegant restaurant, refurbished in 
rich ruby hues, is the resort's culinary 
showpiece. Its imaginative dishes are built 
around premium ingredients, sourced 
locally and from around the world. Its 
cellar is filled with exciting new wines and 
acclaimed vintages.

DIning at
whitsunday
islands

Manta Ray
$ | Eclectic

This could be the island's best all-round 
dining establishment. It's great for breezy 
alfresco lunches, sunset drinks on the 
deck, and wood-fired pizzas. Dine right 
by the marina on salads and pasta, or join 
the queue for the pizzas (also available 
as takeout or delivery). There's plenty on 
Manta Ray's menu to suit all tastes. The 
wine list is also a crowd-pleaser (though 
for a corkage charge of A$15, you can 
BYO special bottle).

dining
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Mainers
$$ | Seafood

This breezy, upscale eatery turns the local catch into fresh 
contemporary dishes: artfully arranged sashimi, house-made 
tagliatelle marinara, Thai-style jumbo prawn curry, and a terrific 
hot and cold seafood platter (A$220 for two). You can also 
get vegetarian and nonseafood options, and wine from a bar 
stocked mainly with mid-price Antipodean vintages. Book a 
balcony table and watch yachts dock as you dine.

Amici
$$ | Italian

A classic Italian-style eatery with a crowd-pleasing menu of 
antipasto, pasta, seafood, and traditional dishes, family-friendly 
Amici also whips up terrific wood-fired pizzas. Seafood—fresh 
oysters, succulent prawns, yellowfin tuna, reef fish, calamari, and 
spanner crab—is well represented, as are meat and vegetarian 
dishes. Terra-cotta-tiled floors and rustic furnishings add to the 
homely ambience.

Bamboo
$ | Asian

This lovely pan-Asian establishment overlooks a tranquil 
Japanese garden with rock pools, waterfalls, and a teahouse. 
Menu choices include Thai, Korean, Chinese, Japanese, and 
Indian cuisine. Try the whole steamed baby reef fish with 
ginger, chili, and shallot; wok-fried Wagyu beef; or a Goan-
style coconut chicken curry. There's a long wine list and several 
different types of sake, many available by the glass.

dining
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please visit
www.greatbarrierreef.orgwww.greatbarrierreef.org

for more questions

Our website is dedicated to all things related to the Great 
Barrier Reef. We are passionate about Australia's great 
natural wonder, its vast marine life, its golden sun-kissed 
beaches, its warm turquiose waters and the unforgetable 
experiences that are waiting for all who visit. Our aim is to 
discuss the Great Barrier Reef, its history, its environment, 
its marine life and its spectacular destinations. We hope that 
this website will inspire all who visit, just as much as the 
Great Barrier reef has inspired us.

website



SPECIAL DEAL!
GROUP DISCOUNT

BUY 1 TICKET
GET 2ND TICKET

BUY 1 MEAL
GET 2ND MEAL

HARTLEY'S
CROCODILE
ADVENTURE

WILDLIFE HABITAT
PORT DOUGLAS

WILDLIFE HABITAT
PORT DOUGLAS

BARNACLE BILL'S
SEAFOOD INN

THE BALCONY 
RESTAURANT

MANTA RAY
RESTAURANT

AT WHITSUNDAYS

SNORKELING
ADVENTURE
IN CAIRNS

SIGHTSEEING
AIR TOURS
IN CAIRNS

BOOK 2 ADULTS AND GET

ON 2 CHILDREN (AGE 4-14)

ANY MEAL PURCHASE

ANY MEAL PURCHASE

ONE (1) ADMISSION TICKET

TWO (2) ADMISSION TICKETS

10% OFF

20% OFF

10%
OFF

50% OFF

$10
OFF

10%
OFF

$10 OFF

$15 OFF

TO REDEEM
USE CODE:

104389G

ENTIRE
PURCHASE

OF 3 PERSONS

MINIMUM
PURCHASE
REQUIRED
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
WWW.GREATBARRIERREEF.ORG 

“The great barrier reef 
is a world of beauty 

and biodiversity."
- SIR RICHARD BRANSON

BUSINESS MAGNATE


